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a film by ANNEMARIE JACIR

Abu Shadi is a divorced father and a school teacher
in his mid-60s living in Nazareth. After his daughter’s
wedding in one month he will be living alone.
Shadi, his architect son, arrives from Rome after
years abroad to help his father in hand delivering
the wedding invitations to each guest as per local
Palestinian custom. As the estranged pair spend the
day together, the tense details of their relationship
come to a head challenging their fragile and very
different lives.

In Palestine, there is a tradition which remains a big part of life today. When
someone gets married, the men of the family, usually the father and sons,
are expected to personally deliver the wedding invitations to each invitee
in person. There is no mailing of invitations, or having them delivered by
strangers. And unless the invitations are personally delivered, it is considered
disrespectful. I don’t know any other place which adheres to this tradition as
much as the Palestinians living in the North of Palestine, where «Wajib» is set.
«Wajib» loosely means «social duty». When my husband sister’s got married,
it was his wajib to deliver the invitations with his father. I decided to silently tag
along as he and his father spent five days traversing the city and surrounding
villages delivering each invitation. As the silent observer, it was at times funny
and other times painful. Aspects of that special relationship between father and
son, the tensions of a sometimes tested love between them, came out in small
ways. I began working on the idea for a film about this fragile relationship.

Palestinian filmmaker Annemarie Jacir has written, directed and produced over
sixteen films. Her short film LIKE TWENTY IMPOSSIBLES (2003) was the first
Arab short film in history to be an official selection of the Cannes Film Festival
and continued to break ground when it went on to be a finalist for the Academy
Awards.
Her second work to debut in Cannes Un Certain Regard, the critically acclaimed
SALT OF THIS SEA (2008), garnered fourteen international awards, included
the FIPRESCI Critics Award. It was the first feature film directed by a Palestinian
woman and Palestine’s 2008 Oscar Entry for Foreign Language Film.
WHEN I SAW YOU won, among other awards, Best Asian Film at the 63rd
Berlin Intl Film Festival and Best Arab Film in Abu Dhabi FF. It was also Palestine’s
2012 Oscar Entry. Notably, the film’s production was entirely Arab‑financed
with all Palestinian producers marking a new trend in Arab cinema.
WAJIB is her third Feature film.
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